
A Message from Our New Rector  
 

To the parish of All Saints-by-the-Sea: 

From my initial Skype interview with the All Saints-by-the-Sea search committee, I suspected 

we had the makings of a call. Our conversation left me energized by the possibilities of what God 

might do with and through us together. My enthusiasm was heightened and my desire to serve 

deepened during Tom and Marni’s visit to my home and parish. Finally, my journey to your 

spiritual home to discern with your vestry confirmed that I believed God was calling me to be 

your rector. 

Your church has confirmed this call. I know that you have passed through difficult times at All 

Saints. Tragedy, the loss of children and families, and staff transitions take a spiritual toll on a 

community of faith. I understand this spiritual toll. From working for human rights in post-

apartheid South Africa to serving a suburban parish that was recovering from their own trau-

matic losses, the experiences of my life and ministry prepare me well to serve with you. My life 

and faith remind me that the darkness of our lives does not consume the light of Christ. Indeed, 

you have experienced that as well. In the past two years your lay leadership has led you beyond 

grief, into a rector’s search, and now on to a hope-filled campaign to ready your physical space 

for ministry for generations to come. I perceive you as a community perched and ready to 

engage what God will call us to do together. I am eager to discern the path God lays before us, 

for our sake and for the sake of the world we serve in Christ’s name. 

My family, too, is eager for the adventure ahead. Alyson and I are excited that Willa will be 

formed in our Parish School, which we discovered to be a place of love, learning, and delight. I 

am also enthusiastic about building relationships with fellow Parish School parents, as both 

parent and priest. Alyson is looking forward to being a stay-at-home mom to Willa, and we are 

all excited about the family time this opportunity will create. Our move to California also puts us 

a road trip away from my brother’s family in San Jose. We look forward to more extended-

family time with them. And all of this while we shake off our Midwestern winters for a return to 

sun and sand, our natural habitat! 

During that first Skype interview, I told your search committee that I sought to serve a church 

whose people I could love and who could love me and my family. From this simple beginning, 

great things are possible. I take leave from a healthy, vibrant, and loving congregation to serve 

with you now in mutual ministry. And I do so with great optimism that we will love one another 

well, and in doing so, will spread God’s love abroad in our world. 

The Rev. Aimee Eyer-Delevett 
 


